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Phil Wicks makes a fast start in the 2008 English National Cross Country Championship at Alton Towers.  He placed second, only the third Belgravian in our 
history to do so (the others being Vic Blowfield in 1948 and Allen Graffin in 2002.  Birhan Dagne has won the women�¶s race and Kassa Tadesse the junior 
men�¶s race �± but we patiently wait for a senior men�¶s winner!  Photo by Alan Mead. 
 

 

 

Charlie Walker  

1929-2008 

It is with very great 

sadness that we have to 

tell you that our President 

Charlie Walker died 

suddenly on Wednesday 

13th February. He was in 

his 79th year. 

When Charlie was elected 

last September and he 

spoke to those present at 

the Annual General 

�0�H�H�W�L�Q�J�����R�Q�H���F�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W��
help thinking that a more worthy President would be 

difficult  to find.  It was something he had dreamed about for 

many years, and pride and pleasure radiated from him as he 

described what the Club meant to him. 

A regular at our fixtures this winter, he met old friends from 

all the local clubs and made new ones as he was introduced 

�W�R���W�R�G�D�\�¶�V���U�X�Q�Q�H�U�V���± stars and engine room boys. He shivered 

with the rest of us on cold Saturday afternoons, delighted in 

seeing his old Belgrave colours at the head of the South of 

Thames Championship field, witnessed the drama of the 

South of England race at Parliament Hill, and no doubt 

looked forward to the excitement of the 12-Stage Relays �± 
all events that he knew so well from his own racing days. 

The lives of many in our sport are poorer with his passing 

but we console ourselves knowing that he brought colour to 

the days we shared with him and he died a happy man. 

Our condolences go to his wife Betty and sons Stephen and 

Graham. 
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Wright Record 

�2�Q�H���R�I���R�X�U���F�O�X�E���U�H�F�R�U�G�V���Z�H�Q�W���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���G�D�\�������2�N�����W�K�D�W�¶�V���Q�R�W��
exactly headline news �± but this was a Race Walking record 
�D�Q�G���W�K�H�U�H�¶�V���Q�R�W���W�R�R���P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�R�V�H���E�H�H�Q���V�H�W���L�Q���W�K�H���O�D�V�W���G�H�F�D�G�H�� 

Racing at Bexley on 1st March in the Cambridge Harriers 

Winter League 5k, 17 year-old Alex Wright, barely into the 

Under 20 category, not only won the race from Nick Silvester 

of Aldershot, Farnham & District by two seconds, he also 
ducked under our best ever U20 time for the distance. 

Alex clocked 23:03 to shave six seconds off the previous 
mark set by Richard Dorman on 16 September 1978. 

The young Belg�U�D�Y�L�D�Q���L�V���I�D�U���I�U�R�P���E�H�L�Q�J���D���³�R�Q�H���W�U�L�F�N���S�R�Q�\�´���I�R�U��
the day after his race walking record, he won the Lambeth 

trial for the London Mini Marathon, racing in Brockwell Park, 

and next weekend �K�H�¶�O�O���E�H in Liverpool for the English 
Schools cross country. 


